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{elf the more inclined to offer it 4 

"= | your Conſideration, as your, Deſire 
. advancing the Publick Good ſeems 
cual to your Power. Several 
Ilk᷑uings which appear welt i intended, 
BE have been. L a about during 
of 4 over with Honeſty and 
Attention, to turn out of "Oy Be- 

nelit to Britain. 8 
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Sir, as you 1.58 the real Welfare 
of theſe Lands at Heart, it is not to 
be imagined that the preſerving and 
reforming the Morals of all Ranks can 
miſs to be in your Eye; for every -|- 

one may t e. how much the 
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That you. judge a well inſtructed 


neceſſary to this Purpoſe, will, Iam 


perſuaded, appear from your es 
yours to procure, ſome effectual Re- 


kek te to the Miniſters of the Church 


Tfightly felt by the Landholders in 


on, that they wou'd even abate of 


* - * . 


Nek Governmeit and 8 
irs *Advantages depend upon this, 


laborious and welt affected Clergy . 


of Scotland, now. when they are peti- 


tioning the Legiſlature . to ſupport 


them in their Bread and in their Be- 
ing. And how happy would it be, 
could ſuch Meaſures be fallen upon as 


might eaſe the Clergy, and yet be 


Scotland who oppoſe them? For I 
am convinced that the Miniſters have 
ſuch a high Regard for many great 
and good Characters in the Oppoſiti- 


their Ju ExpeRtations provided they 


could 
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= read them,gr.put theſe very Convietie 
ot y 1 70 5 HEN they. have received, 
may appear extrecmly dif- 
[le to thoſe whoſe publick* Spirit woul 
labour FA the Reformation of the Publick. _ 


But upon juſt Reflection it will be found, 
that the more common the Depravity be⸗ 
comes, the generous Friends of Mankind, in- 
ſtead of being diſcouraged, ought to think 


and write with the greater Ardor and Ad- 


web, as the faithful 5 when he ob- 
* ſerves 


W 


ee ath 

| erts himſelf to the wig a} Boney. 
EIS Darth of his Patient ; e 
mander, by his on Dexterity and Courage, 


505 with the Legions of the Foe. As in ma- 

y Inftances of this Kind, the Succeſs has 
x greatly exceeded Probability y; even ſo, 
lam perſuaded, it will be found, if thoſe of 
aright Spirit, however ſmall their number, 
would write to tame he Paſſions and r 
the Heart, the "will ſucceed” with ſome, 
and may, by the friendly Concurrence of 
Providence, become the dithoguithed Ioftru- 
ments of reſcuing” their fellow Subjects from 
the ſpr preading Action of Vice and Fally. 
It 5 50 a hap ppy y thing, did ſome of theſe able 
Writers who have ſo well defended the 
Chriſtian Doftrines, turn” their Pen to the 


Religion; in thieſe all Sccts are 
the careful Obſervation of them would, in its 
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be enjoyed upon Earth, for it encou- 
rages the SubjeRs to acquire Pre ND, and 
freely to chuſe their Religion, while at the 
ame, Time, it ſecures them in = full en- 

of both. Such is the happy Con- 
12 of the Britiſo Government, and 
who would not wiſh to ſee it ſtrengthned 
and eſtabliſhed. for ever; that it may te- 
main the Envy of Nations, and the Glory and 


gg Blefling may be eſteemed, ĩt can only 
ve a very tare, Duration if Impiety and 
- Vice..continue to ſpread and prevail, When 
dhe licentious Love of Pleaſure becomes the 
Hommon Principle of Action, and buries be 
| Diſtates of Reaſon the Remonſtrances Con- 
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Religion ; men ohr excellent Conflitii 
in the greateſt Danger, and will ſoon be ſe 
turned, its faireſt Pillars are ſhaken by its un- 
grateful Sons, while the ſcemly Fabrick will 


ſoon be torn. to Pieces by its own Inhabitants. 
| Conſider the Hiſtoty of Nazis diſtinguiſhed 


for their Riſe, their Figure, and their Fall; 


you will find that a ſtrict Regard to all the 
ranches of moral Virtue — their Riſe; that 
while Devotion, Trüth, Rightecnſfüels, and 
Beneficence, continued 0 be their Practice, 
and their Reputation, they wefe great and 
free, the Wheels of Government turned 
foftly tound, and all Ranks rejoleet th the | 
Admiitiffration of their Rulers; happy Withs 
in their own Borders, they were at 22 
Admitation and Terror of rival Poweis. 'But 
ſo ſoon as they begun to loſe à juſt Senſe of 
moral Pxtellince; And to diſregard it In theit 
Behaviour, as ſoon did their Strength and 
Glory begin to decline, and while the Infection 
of Vice was diffuſing itſeif overall. Deſtruction 
attended its , till Hand in Hand both | 
were eompleated in their a c - in their 
Captivity to thoſe very Nations Who had fo 
Method by which they co] conquer them, 
ſo long as the Love of Virtue bed in their 
15 Fe of — — is * the Rithes nor the 
Poverty of a e that brings Rum u 
Wb! for e her * Ned, hed 
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( 13) 1 
de i be Pert Gf their Hippie fan! 
Strength, and the Poverty of a virtuos NA? 
tion will won be removed by that Induſtry 
weh is a Part of Virtue, and always attends 
it; nay, even the Calamities ſent by Provis 
| genee malte a good People better, tf the 
2 Pet ſecutions of their Enemies around 
thein increaſe their Bravery and Fortitude. 
But Impiety and Vice diffuſed and perſiſted 
in ate Swords in the Bowels of a Nation; it 
may live and languiſh for a little, but ſtill it 
bleeds, and ic 2 little bleeding it maſt die- 
Neither Armies by Land nor Fleets by Sea are 
able to preſerve it; when once it is become 
Prophane and Diffblate. And How is it poſt 
ible they ſhould? For the Commanders, the 
Soldiers and Sallors are enetvated by the ge 
heral Contagion; nor is it to be that 
God, the ather and Friend of Virtue, will 
wotk Miracles in their Behalf, by teaching 
their Hands to war, and their Fingers ho-] 
be that he will cover their Head in the | 
of Battle, and tnake their 
them. No; be will leave thetn, Ui 0 
the aden they ſetve, to frel and fall by the 
want of that Conduct and Fortitude which is | 
the natural Confequence of their own Wick - 
edneſs. Nay, it is well if he does not join 
their Enemies and fight againft them, that 
their overthrow may be diſtinguiſhed,” and 


EET OI N 


2 14 * . 
7 On the other Hand, a due Regard to G 
and bis Laws, are the Defence and Glory 
a Kingdom z in theſe conſiſt that true Keli- 
gion which is the ſupreme Felicity of a Peo- 
ple, the Walls and Bulwarks of a Nation. 
x And it muſt be ſo in the natural Connection 
of. Things, as well asfrom the moral Govern- 
ment of that God by whom Kings do, rule 
and Princes decree er, The — of Vir 
tue will not only purify and enlarge the Heart, 
but will make every Ferſon attend to the pe- 
culiar Duties of his Station with Diligence and 
Pleaſure, as the grand Means of his Peace 
and Welfare upon Earth, and of his eternal 
Perfection and Enjoyment in the future Life; 
Plainneſs and — 5 will be in their Deal · 
ings with one another. Truth, Sympathy, 
and Kindneſs, will be in all their Words and 
Actions towards the poor, diſconſolate and un- 
happy; while at the a Time, they will 
be careful to maintain the — of 
Reaſon. over every private Appetite 3 their 
Breaſts are the pure Temple where they praiſe 
God by a habitualRectitude of Temper; they 
delig be; in Devotion, and embrace _ Andent 
> ke every. Opportunity of publick Wor- 
| ſhip and InſtruQtion.. It were, indeed, a.vain 
Thhogiap Fancy, to expect that in this imper- 
fect and probationary State, even the beſt 
| ſhould 505 theſe een in their Perfec- 

tion, or that N Individual will practice 


i | them, 
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Wim,” even in a low Degree. But what 1 


aſſert is this, that in a N ach, where from 


the Sovereign down to the meaneſt Subject, 


a Regard for God, and for every Branch of 

moral Goodneſs, preferable to r and 
Vice, is diffuſed and prevalent, that ſuch 
a Nation bids fairer than any other, to be ſe- 


cured in the Bleflings of its Conſtitution and 


Government, and to remain flouriſhing and 
happy. For Induſtry in one Shape or other 

will be the Employment of all Stations of 
Men. Tampefade will be the Strength of 
their Bodies, and true Religion the Peace and 
Fortitude of their Minds. In a Word, the 


_ Legiſlature will enact Laws with Sagacity and 
publick Spirit, and the Subfects will 5 them 


with Pleaſyre, and Conſtancy. 5 a 
Such is the happy Nation which eur 


of the World has engaged to protect and proſ= | 


per. Enemies, no doubt they will have, and 
thoſe Enemies like envious Characters in pri- 
vate Life, incapable to imitate or excell, will 
endeavour to ruin and deſtroy. But in vain 

do the Sons of Slavery and Vice project the 


Overthrow of a virtuous Nation, a Nation Eo 


bravely united in the Defence of Bleſſings, 
Regs than Life or Fortune, even their 

eligion and their Liberty; for as they are 
ong in themſelves, ſo ate they ſtrong in 
the 2 INE" Forthe Lord is their 
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| Judge, the. Lord. is their, Lawgiver, the 
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there is a variety of things whic 55 be 
dona to effectuate this, ſuch as piopen Lan 
enacted to encourage Induſtry among all He- 
28 Ae the. Iadul "Ke lg Fei 
5 cure: e 

wt ke Ai. Le Severe Fan Mrd 

in higher * 
my 39 Pander S Crimes, and 


lly inflicted u 
the Oftenders. "Tha and many things > 
fides, haye, no vo doubt, à natural and benefi⸗ 
cial tendeneꝝy towards the End propoſed. Buy 
Fa and ſerigus Reflection it will he 
FRAL ag. — deviſable 1 Wen 
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ſhould be conftantly em 
But as I am a Chriſtian and a Briuiſb Protes 
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| ſtruct Mankind in the Knowledge IN f God 


(wm) 
Wiſdom; will either 525 or maintain the 
Moruls of a Country, without the Aſſiſtance 
pure, and laborious ler- 
gy: And indeed we find God himſelf, ſome 
— * after he had made the World, appoint- 

an Order of Men, of a religious and facred 
lo for the Benefit of the People; to in- 
ſtruct theth 3 in divine Knowledge, and to lend 


e on in the Paths of Virtus. 
115 Nay, cen this Wiſdom of Hvathen Ru- 


lers jadged it neceſfiryo the national Wel. 
fare, that an Order of religions Teachers 
toyed among them. 


ſtant, and write to Chriſtians and Br#itifþ 
Proteſtants; I ſhall confine myſelf to a ſhort 


Account of the Work and Vicfulnel of the 


. * 
ww 9 


Minuſers of the Gofpel,” 
. Tbe great 


Buſineſs of Miniſters: is 


to tt 


and his infinite Perfections, to maintain 


upon 
their Minds ſuch a lively Senſe of his Great- 
gels and Excellence, as may prove a Powers 


fa} Means of their fearing and loving him; 
to perſuade them that the rational and accep= 
table Way of expreſſing their Regard towards 
him, is by fincereWorſhip, and chearfulObe- . 
dience; and that this, ud this only, can ſe- 
cure the Peace of their own Minds, and the 
| C Favour 


Favour of God in this World, and obtain 
for them, through Jeſus: Chriſt, everlaſting 


Perfection and Felicity in the Life to come. 


This is in general the proper Work and Em- 
ployment of Miniſters of the Goſpel. But 
further, they endeavour in their weekly Ser- 
mons, to repreſent in the moſt convinei 
and affecting Manner, the evil Nature and 
the diſmal Conſequences of Vice in all its 

rticular Kinds and Degrees, and to ſet forth 
8 Erie in its Purity and Excellence, with all 
the happy Effects that naturally flow from it, 


» + 
— — 


applying the whole to the Situation of their 


People, and to the different Relations which 


To their publick Labour may be added 


their private Endeavours, for they are daily 
employed in converſing with their People, 
often viſiting and comforting the Sick and 


Afflicted, inſtructing the Ignorant and Stupid, 
and remonſtrating by all the Arguments of 

Religion, againſt the wicked Practices of the 
particular Perſons under their Charge, not in 
Publick or in Company, but to themſelves 


alone. Such as I have repreſented. is their 


conſtant Work and Buſineſs; that they may 
| ſucceed in it is their earneſt Study and fervent 


Prayer, while by the Purity of their own Be- 
haviour, they give Dignity and Influence to 
the whole of their Employment. 


Suppoſe 


(199) 


Suppoſe then ſuch an Order of * having 


| the People of a Country divided among them, 


and put under their particular Inſpection and 
Care with reſpe& to Religion and Morals, 


will they not contribute exceedingly to re- 


move that Ignorance and Vice which are the 


Shame and Miſery of the rational Nature, 


and the grand Obſtruction of good Govern- 
ment and national Proſperity, while at the 


ſame Time they propagate and eſtabliſh that 


Knowledge and Virtue which are the Pillars 


of publick Happineſs, and the nobleſt Secu- 


rity of a free Conſtitution, If this is admit- 


ted, which it muſt be by every one of juſt 
and ſound Reflection, will it not alſo be al- 
lowed, that the Legiſlature ought conſtantly 


to cheriſh and ſupport ſuch a uſeful Body; 


and that the doing ſo will be a Piece of ſub 
ſtantial Policy; Policy, without which no 


Kingdom, no rr can mY fubſiſt 
or Youth: 
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and Parliament. 
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| N conſequence of what has hal 1 10 wh 
I 1 ſhall make ſame Obſervations, with res 
gard to the Miniſters of the Church of Scot. 
land, and: Jer, preſent” App lication to his a 
Majeſty and the Parliament; an Ap. lication, x 
which it would have been juſk and honour- 
able either in the landed Gentlemen of Scot- 
lard, or the. Lords of. 13 in that Country 
ta have. prevented, wr, placing them above 
the Hardſhips, which. by ak eee they 
have too great 15 R " But 1 now 
that they are ob — to lay \cir | Cir Pans 
ces before the Lilian they will doubt⸗ 
leis find ſpeedy and effectual Relief, And I 
am perſuaded, every Perſon that is really dif. 
intereſted in point of Profit and Principle. 
heartily wiſhes that they may ; . rage 
when they confider, firſt, who they a 
that make this Application; ſecondly, Mn 
is the Sum and Subſtance of their Petition ; 
thirdly, to whom it is hey are applying ta 


grant it. 
Firſt, 


tu) 


5 bull, who 79 0 are that ds this Appli- 
cation. They are the Miniſters of the Church 
of Scotland ; a Society of Men, in proportion 
to their Number, not inferior to any of their 
Kind in the known World; for by the beſt: 
Information 1 can get, they are generally 
Men of good Education, Knowledge, and 
Literature, conſcientiouſly laborious in every 
Part of the miniſterial Work, and extreme 
.. and exemplary in the whole of 

Behaviour. Nay, I am aſſured by ma- 
ny from Scotland, who Accounts may be 
folly relied upon, that by their Means the 
Tgnorance, Superſtition, and Bigotry, which 
in former Times have prevailed in that Coun- 
try, are in a great Meaſure removed, and 
that Knowledge and Moderation are coming 
in their room. White at the fame Time, a re- 
gard to God and his Worſfüp, and to good: 
Merals, i is generally maintained, in oppoſition: 
to the ing Licentiouſneſs of the Age. 
Thoſe who are making this Application have! 
not diſtinguiſhed themſelves more by inſtruc- 
tiog and reforming, the People among whom 
they live, than they have done by their Zea 
and Activity to maintain the Liberties af Bri- 
tain, and the Stability of his Majeſty's Throne. 
They are not only an entire Body of loyal 
| Subſe as themſelves, but have always endea- 
youre to one: thoſe around - ſo like- 


wiſe. 


OT (22) 

wiſe. That Firmneſs and Spirit which they 
have conftantly ſhewn in periods of publick 
Danger, plainly declares that they underſtand” 
the Conſtitution, and rejoice in its Bleffings.” 


Thoſe who are now making this A plication 
are the Miniſters of the Church of Scotla 


who not above five Years ago, did what Men 
could do to cruth a moſt wicked and unpro-_ 


voked Rebellion; nay, in the very Preſence 
as it were of the lawleſs Uſurper; and under | 

£ = Eye of bis Army, they behaved both in a 
judicative and ſingle Capacity, with that 
Unity and undaunted Fortitude of Mind, 
which nothing but the higheſt Motives could 
inſpire. With, what Warmth and Ardor did 
they rouſe and animate their People againſt 


the common Enemy of our Religion, our Li- 


berty, our King, our Country, our all. Many of 
them left their Wives and Children at home, and 
marched with Chearfulneſs at the Head of 
their Pariſhes to Edinburgh, to Glaſgou, and 
to other Places where they were told that 
Danger and Occaſion called; and numbers 
of them in every Corner of Scotland, would 
have ſhed their Blood in the glorious Cauſe 
with the ſame Readineſs, with which they 
expoſed their Perſons, expended their Ne 
and bore the ſpoiling of their Goods. Theſe 


ate the Men ee are are 057 _ A 95 
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e Lt: us: der what 1s — Sub- 
eee of this Petition. As I underſtand it, 
they are not aſking an Augmentation to all 


the Miniſters, but only to ſuch whoſe Sti- 
pend is ſo ſmall, that they are not able to live 
upon it with Decency and Comfort. They | 
ſubmit it to the Wiſdom of the Government 
what that Augmentation ſhould be. Further, 
they aſk it out of no Man's Property, but 
from the Tythes which are in the Hands of 
the 5 in Scotland, and ate expreſſy 
burthened by Law, with a ſuitable Proviſion 
for Miniſters. Or from any Fund whatever, 
that may give leaſt Umbrage or be leaſt felt. 
Further, though they leave the particular 
Augmentation they deſire unſpeciſied in their 
Requeſt, yet I am told the Mind of the 


| Church is this, that the Parliament ſhould, 


by a Law, appoint the Lords of Seſſion to 
raiſe every Stipend to ten Chalders of Victual, 
or their Value, according to the Converſion 
of the Victual in the different Parts of the 
Country. Such a Law, it is alledged, 


would make the Stipend eighty three Pounds 
where Living is deareſt, and the Victual of 


the greateſt Value; about ſixty- ſix Pounds 
where Living is ſomewhat eaſier, and the 
Victual cheaper, and about fifty or fifty- 
five Pound where the Victual and Liviog) are 


Srapeſt; a it is ſaid, that upon a ſtrict 


Calculation 


eHLY N . 
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Cees it has been found, that a Sum bot 
exceeding eight thouſand Pound 72 7 

| Ye would do all that is deſired, £05169 


It . ippraled to Mankind, ui this 
and extravagant Petition, 
conſidering how greatly the Times are altered 


be an Munemödlary 


in Regard of the neceſfary Expence of Living, 
or if it is not extremely 
ſurely the Sum total of eight thouſand Pound 
all be very lightly felt by the Body of 
the landed Intereſt in Scotland, more eſpeci- 
ally, conſidering to whom it is to be given, 
and that it comes from a Fund left operi and 
deſtined by Law for the Support of the 
Miniſters in that Country. A Fund from 
which the Lords of Seſſion themſelves, have 
always been in Uſe to give Augmentations of 
Stipend. But in fact, the Miniſters are wil- 
ling to be relieved out of any Fund that the 
Legiſlature ſhall 
ehuſe to give it from the Tythes the Gentle- 
men have in their Poſſeſſion, and which they 


always were, and always will be more inelin- 


edto 2 to themſelves, than to part with, 
even — 3 Clergy, who have a juſt and le. 
gal Claim 2 them. And indeed, it will 
appear very ſtrange, if the Wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment can fall upon no Method of granting 
fuch a modeſt Petition, given in by ſueh à 


ws e of Men; for it is not tobe 


4 | * 


uſt and moderate. And 


oe? . 
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judge proper, if they don't 
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Fn that the whole Treaſure of the 
Britiſh ; Dominions 3 is more properly beſtow- 


ſo ſmall a Part of it would be for 
relieving > the Scots Clergy, And it ought to 
be 8 that when their Requeſt is grant». 
ed, they will ſcarce” be in ſo good a Situation 
as they were one hundred and eighteen Years 
ago, when in the Year 1633, in the Reign 
of King. Charles I. it was enacted, That no 
ſhould be leſs than forty. four Pounds 
Sterling, that Sum being equal in Value then, 
to the higheſt Value of ten Chalders now. 


As a full Proof of this, Money was then 
at ten, and is now. to be had RAI rs 
e and ng, e e 12 


Thirdly, To ako is 2 3 at the Miniſters 


4 


of the Church of Scotland are making hum- 


ble 
to the King and Parliament of Great Britain, | 
to a King hc they love and honour, to a 


Application to grant their Petition? It-is 


King et Royal Breaſt is always diſpoſed 


to Juſtice and Compaſſion. To à Parlia- : 


ment renowned for their Wiſdom and Can- 
dor. To a Parliament, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
patiently to hear and fully to redreſs-every 
Bratifh;Subje& of his juſt Complainhs, To 
a Parliament, whoſe, Being and Security is 
cloſely connected with the Proſperity. of the 


Cha {ran „ . are 1 effeatial | 
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parts of the atme glorlöbs ee 
fine they ate applying to thöle when ä 
it is to maintain ani 10 i Beth, ae 
alone can do it, For t cultles of 5 0 1 
8 for Relief elſes hs 4 5 Acrount of the 
05 oefich ofthe Gentletnen Fre the Exp and 
00 ble of the Proceſs, And the "Unceratht | 
of obtaining it from the Judges of their. 
Contry, as there 18 he Law one; if g 


als Wi erable to:the poor an 
a Gy, he Por A 
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Es the Palas of the Scots 
ler gy. £159 ji 21. ot T. vibudTP: 
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Y ing this Petifioh willapptar i oy 
| Lig t; "foi a Rep SAL of the Cop 
guences WInch will W ectfienly” wo 
from grinting it; ad fesch wenn if 
1 * Brel Doane 
2-2 ; dandul « Se 21 ctigil i E O 1 10 
WE LE Ay ral this Petition, the G0. 
vernment will take the froft effectudl Method 
_ that'Political Wiſdert can deviſe för Hiifing 
the Intcreft of Facobitiſri nd craſhidg a Bþi- 
tit of Rebellion; for hereby they will tame 
tain *he Miniſters of "Scotland in a State of 
Indepens 


— 


diſcomfi 


ndeu 1 ages whoſe Prinz 
and Vices th they ought ta remonſtrats 


wh, an db abel Frecdom. If they 


YE heard and d upon this ion, they 
will a — A Bob wark to W. hen, 
perhaps, and mae 1 than Caſtles 
and Gariſons, nor: ſo ſoon to be ſcattered and 
as Fleets and Armies. Their 
Labours, theic Example, 0 80 Influence are 
canſtant and univerfal; ſo the Bull 
Loving nd e 0 they 

earning an ration W cteaſe- by 
their Means, * hile ˖ he growing Tide by 
Manufactures of tir. cg ot ill be che, 
riſhed by the . which HH daily In- 
Arnet and Exemplify. Thus even in the 
Paved td 11 remote Parts of Scotland, the 
. 

rec . e to- Religion 
15 Ain, and thereby to Loyalty, and 
the Love of. our Conſtitution; fo that the 
5 reigns ad a tall 1 reign 
in 


Secondly, ſhould the "MEU and ar- 
tigcularly hole employed in the Adminiſtras 
tion, refuſe to grant the Petition of the Mi- 
nillers of the Chucch of Scotland, they refuſe 
ody of air "0 Friends, and will ren- 
der | ie in that Part 
W Duel r where they have 


 Contri- 


1 
contributed their Shars to prevent pub» 
lick and fatal Miſchiefs. They will be thrown 
back to grapple with that Oppoſition and 
with theſe very Difficulties which have 
brought them hither, This may be a Mor- 
tification to the Church of Scotland, but it 
will not be ſo to her Enemies. It may daſh 
the Spirit of her Miniſters, and ſink their 
Uſefulneſs, but it will rejoice the Heart of 
the Impious and Profligate, that the faith- 
ful Teachers of Religion are diſcouraged | 
while every Jacobite in the Iſland, ſecret and 
avowed, will hear of the Treatment with 
Pleaſure, and write the agreeable News to 
their diſtant Friends. If they are refuſed, 

Contempt and Scorn will be added to their 
Poverty. The Hardſhips which they have 
_ complained of in vain, will be rendered more 

intolerable, while they will be told by every 
one that chuſes to inſult them, that they may 
apply to the King and Parliament for Relief. 
However ſhocking and certain theſe Conſe- 
quences are, yet the Proſpect is ſtill more 
melancholy and affecting; for ſhould this 
Petition be rejected, no dutiful Parent will 
henceforth put his Son to ſtudy for an Office 
where the Wages are Poverty, and the Cha- 
racter Contempt, when at the Expence of 
leſs Money and Time, his Son will make a 
much better Livelihood for himſelf and his 

Family, by — ſome Branch of Me- 
chanicks, 


f 


Nv. 
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 chaviicks, Trade or Manufacture. \ Such only: 
will become Students for the Miniftry, who 
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are taken from amongſt the meaneſt of the 
People, of low Birth, and lower Education, 
without Spirit, without Connections, inca- 


lutely unqualified to defend the Chriſtian and 


Proteſtant Doctrines againſt the Infidels of 


the Times, and the fly Attacks of the Popiſh 
Adverfary. They will be Men without Me- 


tit, without Ability, without Reſpect, and 


without Influence. Ignorance and Superſti- 
tion, Vice. and Diſaffection, will quickly 
return in ſpite of all that can be done by a 
poor, illiterate, and deſpiſed Clergy. For- 
merly Miniſters, whoſe Families are fo 
many Seats and Soils of Loyalty, made a 


Shift to educate ſome of their Sons for the 


Miniſtry, which was a conſiderable Advan- 


tage to the Church, and a great Security to 


the Conſtitution, But now that is over 
with moſt of them, and become impraQtica- 
ble ; for, if I am not greatly miſinformed, 


there are hundreds of Miniſters in Scotland at 


this preſent Time, who in ſpite of all the 


| Ke, - of Living, have not a Shilling in 


the World that they can call their own, and 


were they to die this Moment, could have 
a Winding Sheet, a Coffin, and a Graye, in 


pable of underſtanding even the Languages of 
the Scripture, and of explaining the Senſe'of 
them to others. Such Perſons will be abſo- 


| Gs I Thom the Miniſters of the oy x pre 
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nd other Way, than by diſpoſing of ſo mnehs 


ef | their houſhold Furpiture as will purchado . 
them. If this Petition is reſuſed, it is to he 
feared that many of them muſt live and die 
in this Situation, rendered in a = Mea. 
ſure, ineapable of advancing the Intereſts of 
true n and Welker eee | 


| Having Git wie Lame pn 


Scotland upon the King and Parliament for 


their Relief. If it comes not from them, it 
will not come from others; if it is not n. 
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